
The TSP guides Lane County’s transportation system by articulating policies, priorities, and projects to 
meet the needs and aspirations of the community over a 20-year period. It must also conform to state laws 
governing TSPs and serves as the transportation element of the Lane County Rural Comprehensive Plan. 

Transportation planning considers a diversity of transportation needs while integrating economic, social, 
and public health aspirations. In addition to providing guidance on how to build, operate, and maintain 
Lane County’s major roadway network, the TSP addresses complementary elements of the larger trans-
portation system such as transit, multi-use trails, state highways and freight railroads.

The framework of goals and policies to support these multiple objectives is integrated into the following 
overarching topics.

Goals & Policies relating to:

1. Safety
2. Economic Vitality
3. Natural Environment
4. Equity
5. Accessibility

Goals & Policies relating to:

6. Mobility
7. Active Transportation
8. Public Health

Goals & Policies relating to:

9. Coordination
10. Funding
11. Maintenance
12. Preservation

GUIDING PRINCIPLES SYSTEM DESIGN IMPLEMENTATION

Goals are broad statements of philosophy that describe aspirations for the future of the community, al-
though they may not be fully attained within the 20-year planning horizon of this Plan. Policies are state-
ments adopted to provide a consistent course of action and move the community toward attainment of 
its goals. These goals and policies , which are all weighted the same, informed the development of the Fi-
nancially Constrained and Illustrative Project lists (See Figure 5-1 for more detail). These goals and policies 
will guide Lane County in future transportation decisions, such as formulating the Capital Improvement 
Program and developing code language. 

4. GUIDING FRAMEWORK
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Guiding Principles
safety, economic vitality, natural environment, equity and accessibility  ___________________________

GOAL 1: SAFETY
Eliminate fatalities and reduce severe-injury collisions on Lane County’s transportation system.

Policy 1-a: Participate in the National Strategy on Highway Safety – Towards Zero Deaths (TZD) program. 

Policy 1-b: Ensure safety is a top priority in making decisions for the Capital Improvement Program and 
for transportation facility operations, maintenance, and repair. 

Policy 1-c: Align County departments, external safety groups, and other public agencies toward common 
transportation safety goals. 

GOAL 2: ECONOMIC VITALITY
Provide a reliable transportation system that enhances the economic health of Lane County.

Policy 2-a:  Support specifically targeted transportation investments, industries and employment sectors. 

Policy 2-b: Realize the economic benefits that walking, biking, public transportation, and other active 
transportation investments can provide to Lane County. 

Policy 2-c: Recognize the importance of resource-related uses such as agriculture and forestry to the local 
economy, and the need to maintain a transportation system that provides opportunities for 
the harvesting and marketing of agriculture and forest products. 

GOAL 3: NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
Create and maintain a transportation system that first avoids, then minimizes, and finally miti-
gates impacts to the natural environment.

Policy 3-a: Support strategies in the Oregon Sustainable Transportation Initiative (OSTI) to encourage 
the reduction of greenhouse gases (GHG) such as building infrastructure that facilitates and 
supports bicycling or walking, supporting increased public transportation services, deploying 
intelligent transportation systems, and planning for efficient freight traffic movement. 

Policy 3-b: Identify, avoid, and or mitigate potential adverse ecological, scenic, historic, cultural, economic, 
social, and health impacts of transportation improvement projects.

Policy 3-c: Explore opportunities to protect and enhance the local environment and conserve resources 
as part of transportation improvement projects. 

GOAL 4: EQUITY & ACCESSIBILITY
Provide safe and efficient access to destinations and populations within Lane County.

Policy 4-a: Consider transportation improvement projects that accommodate all transportation users 
by including shoulders, sidewalks, bike lanes, and bus stop turnouts, consistent with adopted 
road design standards. 

Policy 4-b: Provide a multi-modal transportation system that is accessible to all users, improves access to 
basic needs (e.g., education, employment, food, housing, and medical care) and complies with 
the American with Disabilities Act (ADA). 

Policy 4-c: Encourage the provision of transportation services to the meet the needs of the transportation 
disadvantaged such as such as low-income persons, children, older persons, alter-abled 
persons, racial and ethnic minorities, and those with limited English proficiency. 
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System design
mobility, active transportation and public health  _____________________________________________

GOAL 5: MOBILITY
Promote the efficient and cost-effective movement of people, goods and services by all modes.

Policy 5-a: Maintain and improve roads consistent with their functional classification. Reclassify roads as 
appropriate to reflect function and use. Make access decisions in a manner consistent with the 
functional classification of the roadway.  

Policy 5-b: Provide an adequate motor vehicle system that serves commercial vehicle/truck traffic to and 
from the land uses they serve, including freight access to the regional transportation network. 

Policy 5-c: Consider the requirements for truck movement when designing all improvements in the 
public right of way on designated truck routes. Requirements include turn radii, sight distance, 
lane widths, turn pocket lengths, pavement design, and improvements that reduce freight 
vehicle impacts to bicyclists and pedestrians. 

GOAL 6: CONNECTIVITY
Provide improved and new transportation connections within and between developed and devel-
oping areas.

Policy 6-a: Encourage safe and convenient pedestrian and bicycle connections between residential uses 
and adjacent activity centers, including transit facilities and commercial, employment, civic/
institutional, and recreation uses. 

Policy 6-b:  Consider opportunities to purchase land for extensions of right-of-way where connectivity is 
needed. 

Policy 6-c: Encourage the off-street trail networks to be integrated with on-street pedestrian and bicycle 
facilities. 

GOAL 7: ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC HEALTH
Create a built environment that encourages healthy, safe, comfortable and convenient active 
transportation options that are viable for all users.

Policy 7-a Develop a Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan to guide bicycle and pedestrian projects and 
programs to promote and support bicycle and pedestrian travel in unincorporated areas of 
Lane County. 

Policy 7-b: Support creation of regional bicycle and pedestrian corridors to facilitate safe travel between 
and within urban and rural communities in Lane County. 

Policy 7-c: Coordinate with Lane County Department of Health and Human Services to recognize, 
promote, and track the public health benefits of active transportation. 
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Implementation
coordination, funding, maintenance and preservation  _________________________________________

GOAL 8: COORDINATION
Implement the Transportation System Plan by working with the public, community groups, transit 
providers, cities and other government agencies.

Policy 8-a: Ensure the following guidelines are used in making decisions about transportation 
improvements and services where inconsistencies exist between jurisdictional plans and 
standards:

(i) Improvements to a state highway, state transportation system plans and design 
standards will apply;

(ii) Improvements to a transportation facility outside of an urban growth boundary, the 
County TSP and design standards will apply;

(iii) Improvements to a transportation facility within an urban growth boundary, the 
City TSP and applicable road design standards will apply.

(iv) Improvements to an intersection or roads in more than one jurisdiction’s ownership 
or control, the TSP goals and road design standards of the agency having ultimate 
maintenance responsibility will apply.

 Decisions about road improvements may follow different guidelines than those above upon 
agreement of the elected officials of the involved jurisdictions or their designees, or if other 
recorded inter-jurisdictional agreements exist that supersede the above guidelines. 

Policy 8-b: Develop criteria with cities and ODOT to resolve conflicts and transfer roads to the appropriate 
jurisdiction, particularly as urban unincorporated areas are annexed and urban expansion 
occurs. 

Policy 8-c: Participate in regional and state technical and policy decision making processes, such as the 
Central Lane Area Commission on Transportation. 
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GOAL 9: FUNDING
Seek adequate and reliable funding for transportation.

Policy 9-a: Prioritize improvements within statutory road fund limitations, to access ways, paths, or 
trails where trail or route improvements help complete a regional planned facility or make 
connections to an existing or planned facility within an incorporated city within the County. 

Policy 9-b: Strive to distribute funding so that it is proportionally balanced between the various needs of 
the community including modal and geographic considerations. 

Policy 9-c: Seek funding sources, such as the following:

(i) Facilitate the formation of Local Improvement (special assessment) Districts to 
address transportation improvement needs on sub-standard transportation 
facilities.  

(ii) Consider additional sources and strategies, such as a local option gas tax or 
vehicle registration fee, to ensure necessary funding is available to meet County 
transportation needs.  

(iii) Work with local, regional, and state agencies and elected officials to leverage and 
increase state funding for transportation improvement projects in Lane County. 

(iv) Evaluate existing transportation related funding agreements with incorporated 
cities, and make necessary amendments to allocate an appropriate share of system 
development charges (SDCs) to the County.

GOAL 10: MAINTENANCE AND PRESERVATION
Adequately maintain and preserve Lane County’s transportation facilities.

Policy 10-a: Ensure operations, maintenance, repair, and preservation of County transportation facilities, 
which include roads, bridges, sidewalks, and bike facilities, are the priority of the Road Fund 
and are routinely carried out to protect the public investment in, and to ensure adequate 
functioning of the County transportation system. 

Policy 10-b: Balance the need for controlling long-term pavement maintenance costs with consideration 
for providing improved road surfaces for bicycling in road maintenance decisions. 

Policy 10-c: Look for opportunities to reduce maintenance costs through cooperative partnerships with 
other agencies and private enterprises. 
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